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Pieces of China from Money Pit area

David Tobias
Dan Blankenship

1967 or 1969

From borehole(s) in Money Pit area

D'Arcy O'Connor's, "The Big Dig", pg. 165

Triton's 1988 "Summary of Operations...." pg. 2:01, 2:02 & Appendix B
Letter from Becker Drills Limited to Triton Alliance dated Nov. 12,
1969

Dan Blankenship’s “Items of Interest - 1965 to 1970 - broken down as to
fact, circumstantial and theory”

Triton's drilling logs from 1967 & 1969 contain no reference to
retrieving "bits of China."




BECKER DRILLS LIMITED

194 TORYORK DRIVE

WESTON 486, ONTARIO, CANADA
TELEPHONE:

(416) 749-5241

12th November, 1969. .

Mr. David Tobias,
30, Forden Avenue,
Westmont, Quebec.

Dear Mr. Tobias:

You requested further information on the results of our drilling at

Oak Island, and as discussed during our conversation Becker normally
only keep records on hole numbers, depths, time, etc but not on the
sample recovered. This is because our clients usually take the samnles
from our cyclone recovery system ‘and examine the material themselves

as the results are confidential and this was the nrocedure followed

.t Oak Island.

Ye have pnrovided you with our drill remorts which vou have, however,
while we keep any information on results that we know of confidential
this does not mean we are unaware of somec of the details.

To my knowledge there were four holes that had particularily significant
results. In these holes from Don Thompson, Driller and Horst ilasche,
Supervisor, I recall that bedrock was encountered at around 155 feet

and was drilled further by triconing and/or blasting to 190 some feet
where a cavity was encountered. Then our double walled drive pipe was
pounded down to the 190 feet depth and on down through the cavaties as
far as 200 feet or more.

In four holes at least, a cavity was encountered and wood and in one
hole a piece of china was brought up to the surface recovery unit. Also
wood was brought up by our triconing drilling operation.

Al

I hone this is the information you require.

Yours truly,

J. F. Short.






THE MAYOR OF OAK ISLAND 165

adds, “If I hadn't found it, seen it with my own eyes, I would
have walked away from the whole thing then and there.”

But find it they did. Between January and August 1967 the
Becker Drilling contractors sunk some Sixty _ﬁv_¢-inch-diame-
ter holes in and around the Money. Pit area. And it was that
program that confirmed beyond doubt that all the previous
searchers had been on the right track, but none of them had
gone anywhere deep enough. ;

The boreholes determined that bedrock in that area begins
about 160 feet down, though in places it varies 10 feet either
way. The bedrock is ‘mostly anhydrite, with some limestone
and gypsum in the upper layer. By this ime the surface of the
Money Pit area was about 12 feet lower than its original ¢le-
vation, as a result of the removal of much of the overburden
by Dunfield in 1965. Thus, Becker's discoveries were 1¢-
corded at depths a dozen feet closer to the surface than they
would have been when the workings were originally built or
when earlier searchers drilled into the same arca.

Core samples from several of the holes around the Money
Pit brought up_pieces of china, oak buds, cement, wood,
charcoal, and metal, anywhere from between 160 and 212 feet
down. Some of the holes hit tunnels or chambers that ap-
pcamdtohavebeencutthmughthebcdka.Inmesein-
stances the drill went through 30 to 40 feet of rock, then hit
several inches of wood, 2 thin layer of blue clay, a few more
inches of wood, and then dropped into voids six to eight feet
deep before again striking the bedrock floor. Samples of the
wood were sent to Geochron Laboratories Inc. of Cambridge,
Mass. , for carbon-14 analysis.

The report dated the wood at AD. 1575, plus or minus
eighty-five years. Geochron also noted that the wood was def-
initely not part of 2 natural glacial deposit since that would
have resulted in an age of 10,000 years or more. {Carbon
dating involves measuring the amount of radioactive carbon-
14 contained in organic matter such as wood. The isotope is
absorbed by living organisms from atmospheric carbon diox-
ide at a fairly constant rate. After death, the isotope steadily
decays and analysis can determine approximately how many
years have elapsed since death. In the case of wood, this indi-

D’ARCY O’CONNOR’S, “The Big Dig”
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2. HISTORICAL OUTLINE ‘ 2:01

Discovery of money pit with wood platforms every 10 ft.

Excavation reaches 95 ft.* when the money pit suddenly fills with water which
cannot be lowered by pumping.

Drilling through the bottom of the flooded money pit strikes 22 in. of “metal in
pieces” at 98 ft.* then penetrates another 22 in. of metal. Drill bririgs up three
small links of gold chain. Evidence suggests a 6 ft. treasure chamber containing
two oak casks ontop of one another with a third off to one side.

Water in the money pit identified as sea water coming through a tunnel from
Smith’s Cove 520 ft. away. Excavation at the cove reveals a system of collector
drains constructed into the seabed and covered with filtering layers of eel grass
‘and coconut fibre. Searchers’ coffer dam destroyed by storms before

exploration completed.

Attempts at reaching the treasure chamber from below lead to collapse of the
bottom of the money pit into previously unsuspected chamber 20 ft. further
down.

Farmer’s oxen fall into 15 ft. pit believed to have been an-air shaft for
construction of the flood tunnel.

Excavation by W.R. Chappell confirms existence of flood tunnel from Smith’s
Cove. Attempts to blast it prove ineffective. Dye dumped in money pit emerges
from the seabed at Smith’s Cove.

Equilateral triangle of stones found hidden by grass on south shore. Lines of
stones through the apex points due north to the money pit.

Drilling in the money pit strikes iron at 126 ft.*, then cement, wood and 32 in. of
soft metal. Drill brings up oak chips, coconut husks and a small piece of

parchment bearing the letters “ui”, “vi” or “wi”, written in India ink with a quill
pen. '

M.R. Chappell discovers a new flood tunnel leading to the money pit from the
south shore 300 ft. away.

Franklin D. Roosevelt participates in unsuccessful exploration attempt.

* Depth below original surface elevation. Due to successive excavation attempts the ground
level at the money pit is now approximately 20 ft. lower than in 1795.

< TRITON ALLIANCE LTD/LTEE 1988
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M.R. Chappell excavates the money pit to 14'5‘.ft.,*-_findih.g a‘hxahéh'or fluke, plck
axe and tool marks in the sides of the shaft at levels below those reached by
previous searchers. ‘ : : i

Numerous attempts are defeated by repeated flooding.

E.H. Hamilton concludes five years of searching with dye tests at the money pit
which reaffirm its connection with Smith’s Cove. Hamilton dug deeper than
anyone before him and lowered the Heddon shaft to 157 ft.* :

Robert Restall, his son and a helper are killed working in a pit near the south
shore.

Robert Dunfield builds causeway to Oak Island to transport 100-ton strip mining
machine in an attempt which fails but leaves the island linked to the mainland

for the first time. .

Blankenship and Tobias begin exploratory drilling using a new type of
equipment which reveals possible tunnels 35 ft. below bedrock. This drill also
brings up brass, wood chips, charcoal, china and oak buds from 180 ft.* far
below levels reached by previous searchers.

Tobias and Blankenship form Triton Alliance Ltd./Ltee with a group of other
investors from Canada and the U.S. to pursue the most expensive and
sophisticated exploration ever undertaken on Oak Island.

Triton commissions extensive engineering and soil studies which delineate the
water problem exactly and indicate the best way to proceed using established
methods. Drilling for peizometer tests, consulting engineers bring up quantities
of low-carbon steel from below 200 ft.* in virgin soil at Borehole 10X. Also,
exploration at Smith’s Cove uncovers log structures buried 4 ft. under the
seabed, believed to be part of the original constructors’ coffer dam. Quantities
of coconut fibre are also found here along with some fragments of old tools and
an antique wooden box. :

Triton puts down a 27-in. diameter cased hole at Borehole 10X which reaches
cavities below bedrock. TV pictures from the largest cavity show anomalies
which appear man-made. Attempts at diving into this hole are frustrated by
chalky deposits which render the water opaque the moment it is disturbed.

Triton’s consulting engineers complete plans for a steel-lined shaft at the money
pit 80 ft. in diameter and extending down to below bedrock. This shaft will be
strong enough to overcome the disturbed soil conditions and wide enough to
encompass all of the old shafts. Flooding will be controlled by high-volume
pumps. Excavated material will be used to rebuild the coffer dam at Smith’s
Cove enabling exploration work there to be completed. %

*  Using 1987 surface elevation as a reference.

= TRITON ALUANCE LTD/LTEE 1988
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The deepest shaft ever excavated on Oak Island was the Hamilton shaft which reached 157 ft. in 1942. Only 68 narrow-gauge drill holes,
representing a total surface area of some 6 sq. ft., have ever penetrated below this level. However, this exploratory probing in virgin
ground, much of itdone by Triton Alliance in 1967, has produced convincing evidence that the original workings on the island go much
deeper than previously imagined.
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One of many theories about Oak Island is that it might be some form of communal bank. Several historians have pointed out that the
technique of pooling manpower and resources to build an impregnable repository - often protected by water - was used in Europe by
cities under seige to guard their valuables. According to Lochard, this Haitian bank had a main chamber 150 ft. underground protected
bv flood tunnels. Other similarities between Lochard’s reports and Ok Island include the presence of a heart-shaped stone in one of .~

tunnels leading away from the main chamber and the extensi:

e of clay as a water seal.

: N st oA 210 FT.
SKETCH OF PIRATE COMMUNAL BANK REPORTED BY A. LOCHARD AT CAVANAUGH HILL, HAITI IN 1947.
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